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had accepted his classification, and recognised Silurian
fossils in widely distant regions. Hence the book, welcome
and long-expected as it undoubtedly was, lost perhaps a
little of the novelty which it might otherwise have possessed.
We have now traced Murchison's career up to the com-
pletion of the great work of his life. His subsequent geo-
logical labours chiefly sprang out of these seven years' toil
among the "Transition" rocks. He went abroad to extend
the area of his Silurian formations, and he succeeded in
achieving its further increase at home. His domain of
" Siluria" became, in his eyes, a kind of personal property,
over which he watched with solicitude. Or, it might rather,
perhaps be compared to a vast business which he had
established, of every original detail of which he was com-
plete master, and which he laboured to extend into other
countries, while he kept up through life a close correspond-
ence with those by whom the foreign extensions were so
abundantly and successfully carried out. How all this was
done remains to be told in the succeeding chapters.Edm. Beview, loc. cit.)
